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VIKTOR FLAMBEAU FINDS GERMANY AN EMPIRE IN RUINS

BUT NOTES A MODERN ART REVIVAL IN BERLIN AND DRESDEN
COURTESY IS FIRST

PEOPLE WORKING
'HARDER THAN EVER

; BUT S AVE LlTTLE helm Leibel, and a street scene in Barlin
Cozrespondent Finds It Difficult to Understand

Bow Anmyonc Can [Fear am Uprising in
Republic in Five Years, or Even Twenty-
five—North of Germany Especially Is Not
Prosperous, He Writes.

By VIKTOR FLAMBEAU.

“

ITTESCHOEN!"" “Dankeschoen!”’
If you please!” ‘‘Thank you very mucl!"

Pleasant German courtesy, the American trav-

eler’s first impression.

The second

impression is, how

wealthy he has suddenly become, by the exchange of his

American money.
““movies!"”’
schoen!"”’

Five cents for a good seat
a program and a little tip besides,

at the
“Danke-

His pockets are stuffed with the German bills, 1 mark,

marks, zehn marken, zwanzig, fuenfzig, hundert!

Pockets

that steadily grow lighter, even though his hotel room is
only 50 cents a day American, and his meals from 10 cents
up, with such gratitude for his parting tips of 10, 20, 30 or

60 marks, from

2 cents to 10 cents American!

When Viktor Flambeau leaped aboard the crowded rail-
way carriage marked ‘‘Berlin’’ he knew that it might mean
an all-night ride of standing in the train, for every c}nparl-

ment was ‘‘besetzt,’
the answer everywhere,

occupied.

‘““Alles besetzt!’ was

But Flambeau must get to Berlin, here was an express
At the customs he was held up
for his tryewriter, but was. finally passed through without
charge, meeting there a fellow passenger with another *‘Co-

train, and time was precious.

rona,

’” Mrs. Wyman, a dancing teacher of Boston, and Mr.

Hood of Washington. Flambeau had with him $15 American
and $15 German, or about 7,500 marks, quite satisfactory,
since 20,000 marks may now be taken into Germany

His luggage Flambeau piled up
in the carriage passageway anid
_sat upon it, looking out of the win-
dow at the German landscape.
Every other moment his fellow
passengera, a fat German Herr, a
pretty Maedschen, or an American
husband and wife, prosperous and
satisfied, asked him to move a
Mttle to let them by, for they did
nothing but pace back and forth,
up and down the passageway, or to
the “Speisewagon' for dinner en
route.

At 8 o'clock the train crossed
the Rhine and stopped in Cologne
& moment before proceeding by
way of Ducgseldorf toward Berlin,
elaven hours away. It was a bright
moonlight night, and Flambeau
had a good view of German acen-
ery, whenever he was sufficlent]y
awake to see it. For soon he had
a seat in a compartment with five
other all-night travelers, who came
and went at varfous stations along
the way, shadowy forms, mysta-
riously entering out of the night
and departing at their destinations,
though there were still six on ar-
rival at Berlin, and some aiso
standing In the passagewny.

BWEET GERMAN MOTHER.

A sweet German mother with
her sturdy Ilittle son of eight vears
was returning alone from a sojourn
in the Alps, and-she was so anxious
to mdke the child comfortable for
the night. She had him stretched
out, occupying two day seat spaces,
while she herself sat upright, when
a heavy German gentleman en.
tered the compartment and de-
manded her seat, which she at nnce
gave up, crowding herself beside

the boy. But the newcomer was
affected. “Ble sind elne Muttor!™
he sald, tenderly, bending toward

her in the darkness, and there wus
a bond of ll‘ympathy between thein.

Daylight saving seemed strongly
in evid@ence, for the sun, which
beamed “Aufwledersehn!" in Cn-
logne at 8 o'clock again greetod us
with “Morgen!"” at Hannover at 6
a. m And promptly on time the
Berlin express rolled in and a fcl.
low passenger, a Norweglan, ca'led
a porter for Flambeau's lugguge.

To Berlin Flambeau came a

stranger, and when he looks
now at the accumulation he
gathered there of =art reviews,
ecientific datm, and charming
pictures, besides visiting mus-

eums, gallerles and business es-
tablishments, and making some
valuable new friends, he can

soarcely belleve his visit was so
short. It mseemed at first that
he would have no place to stay,
for he was turned away from
half a dosen hotels, all full, his
patient porter meanwhile carry.
ing along his luggage from place
te place.

Buddenly a happy thought
struck Flambeau.
“Nicht ein Platz fuer e!n

Amerikansr wvon Washiagton!"

9 =, gewohl!”

And presto! Flambeau was in-
rialled in the Mars Hotel,
A arschauverhof,” Dorotheenstras-
e, 69, Berlin, N, W, 7. 30
tasre, If your are in Berlin. Write
shead for jyour amccommodations,

smuse the proprietor toid Flam

!

beau, when he was Ieavlng. that
Americans would be very wel
come there, since the proprieto
has relatives in Amerlca, *“Soul)
America,” he sald, “Florida!"

HOTEL RATES CHEAP.

The price of this room, with
hot and cold water, though meve:r
very hot, was 200 marks per day,
with some slight tax extra, about

35 cents American. And Flam-
beau also took “Fruehstueck,"
breakfast, at the hotel, as the

guests were begged to do by a
placard. The Fruehstueck was s
dry roll and butter, with some
poor tea and skimmed milk, also
a little German marmalade of
some sort, and the price was a
trifle.

For lunch and dinner he went
elsewhere, and one day he ate a:
the Weilnhaus Rhelngold, a cele-
brated restaurant, where he hai
half a roast partridge and a few

other things, Including a litt.
German beer, very good. Therv
was not, however, In the restau-

rants and cafes that old-time Ger-
man hilarity and enjoyment of
eating, with laughtar and song
though Flambeau nouth every
where for It, and ata’ In both
cheap and expensive houses.
No, the Germans are sad today.
They seem crushed. Berlin is a
city in ruins, with ghosts stalking
about. Hollow, pinched Zaces
everywhere and foreigners, Rus-
gians and others, filling the hotels
and the principal streets, like
“Unter den Linden.” Only once
did Flambeau hear German chil-
dren singing at their play, and he
saw comparatively few children.

The country outside Berlin Ia
looking very fine, and the parks
are lovely. Put the old Prussian
stronghold has lost (ts grandeur.
No more the splendid mounted
policemen. Only a simple soldier
officer at the street crossing. The
military are not in evidence. And
on the trains, where the guards
before the war were always so for-
midable and overbearing, they are
now meek and polite,

PEOPLE WORK HARD,

How one can fear an uprising
from Germany in. five years, or
even twenty-five, Is surprising
If Americans would go there and
study closely they would find thelir
present ideas much changed. The
people ere working, they work
longer hours than ever, o ¥Flam-
beau was told by a business man,
and they were always industrious,
as everyone knows, but now tle
money goes so little way, and they
have as yet almost no commer s

The artista, however, are at work
again. In no other country did
Flambeau find so many artists
painting in the museums and gal.
leries as in Berlin and Dresden.
Some of them looked terribly
starved, but they were hased ut
work. And nowhere e¢lse In Eu-
rope has Flambeau marked such
careful wpraliminary drawing on
the canvasea as In Germany.

They were copying old master.
pleces of other countries, not their
own, but Rubens, Rembrandt, Jor
daens, the Dutch and Flemish
moatly, for which |hm-nl Ia ovidontly

HE large photograph below, mailed in a collection from Germany by Viktor Flambeau, shows the massive cathe-
dral at Cologne, one of the best examples of Gothic' architecture in the world. The building at the top right

is the Dresden picture gallery. There are also shown two studies of the modern German cubist school. 'l"hoto- of
the ex-Kaiser sng the lag: ‘Kaiserin are taken from a post card. Bottdm row: A painting, ‘‘Peasant Women,”’ by Wil-
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& demand, perhaps among their visit the “Rosengarten’ ia well shown In Quentin Massys, you John Bina for half a day.

own people, who are traveling In which he wag unable to do be- Rubens, IRembrandt inr-lmllng the Probably they won't be able to
Germany more at present than cause of an engagement, as he famous ‘““Man with the Golden, =spare Mr. Bina, as they so kindly
previously, for now they are not explained in halting German, when Helmet,” Rulsdael, Paulus Potter did for Viktor Flambeau, but they
welcome in other lands, even If the polite German told his com- (nothing like as good as "The will find some way to help vou
they had the money to go so fer. panion that Flambeau was En- Young Bull” in The H:gue), and out, for here is an organization
Some of these copies were so good  giish, which he promptly denied, others, Italian schools Include with real Ameriean “pep,” and
that Flambeau wished ‘e buy ong stating that he wns Amerlcan, and Cilotto, Masacclo, Fra Lippo Lippi, they are ‘dellvering the goods,”
but alas! In his modest luggage the two Germans seemed even Tintoretto  and Guardi, | besides too! That is, they are bringing
he had v+ «0m te carry |t. more pleased, and regretted that a noted Goya of the Spanish prosperity to Germany as fast us
As Foun B8 Flambeau had a he could not go with them to Lhe school, one such organization could do It,
reom and breakfast at the Mars "Rosengarten.” The sculplures are also of im- tor they are just what their name
Hotel, he set out to find “Unter FAMOUS PICTURE GALLERY, portance and cover similar schools., {fmplies, an association of mer-
den "Linden,"” and walked there to The Kaiser Friedrich's Museum Special p'etures of wide Interest chan's who are co-operating in an
the Brandenburg Guate, a distance was next on the program, with are Murillo's “8St, Anthony and industrial development
of one mile. The promenaders its famous picture gallery. A new the Infant Christ,” Velasquez's They showed Flambeau thelr
were most of them foreigners in catalogue had just been issucd, “Portrait of Allesandro del Torro,” payv-roll and how rapldly It has
Berlin, not Germans, who are too 1922, and many visitora were Frans Hals' “Hille Bobbe" of whch  mounted In the past year, and the
busy and too serlous to promen-  gtrolling through the rooms. The we have in New York a replica, rate at which their employea are
ade. The street |s lined on either German school, however, {8 not so Titian's  “Portrait of Himsel("” pald and how thev live at from
glde with linden trees, and near strikingly represented here as one and “"Portralt of his daughter La- 1,%0 to 5.000 or 10,000 marks per
it is the “"Tiergarten,” a beautiful would expect, though there are’ vinia." month. Many American comoan-
park with many statues and mon- many of Lucas Cranach, Martin If you want a good guide and jea are represented In this busi-
uments, including one to Goethe.  Schongauer (1445-1491), and Al interpreter In Derlin, go to the nesa, incliding Woodward and
As Flambeau sat for a few mo- brecht Duerer (1471-1628), besides Assoc.ated Merchand!sing Cor- Lothrop in Washington and the
ments In this park, awalting his othera by lems known German poration, at Linden Strusse 114, William Filene's Bons Company, of
tram car. o German anproached pal-ters, S, W, 65, and ask the generul man- Poston
with & el o0 ind teA'hm te The Duich and W Scheol  wger, Nuger M, C. Day, to ivnd At thie ejecaaufnl mevchandis
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IMPRESSION GAINED

BY ALL TOURISTS

The Second Impression Is How Wealthy tite
Visitor Has Suddenly Become by the

change of His Money—Five Cents for a Good

Seat at the “Movies,”

Little Tip Besides.

ing corporation, which s giving
business to as many firms as pos-
sible In Germany was the only
place where Flambeau observed a
spirit of joy In work, of satisfac-
tlon and progress. Doubtless
there are others, and perhaps many
such places, but that is not the
impression given by the general
hopelessness everywhere in Berlin.

What Is the actual eondition in
Germany today? Perhaps it is
hard to say exactly, because ap-
pearances are sometimes deceptive,
but the north of Germany secma
anything but prosperous. When
one arrives In Dresden it is quite
different and the rallway coaches
en route to Dresden are palatial
when compared to those seen else.
where In Germany. This city, the
capital of SBaxony, 1s decldedly ac-
tive and up to date and though a
certain serlousness pervades [t,
too, vet there is a definite atmos.
phere of success here, and the
shops are inviting while the picture
galleries rival anything elsewher:
in Europe. In Berlin, one the other

hand, there seems little that ‘s at-

tractive to buy, and the plcture
galleries are only abeut half hung.

There's a new gallery today
in Berlin, the Crown Prince Pal.
ace, which offers some of the

mest Interesting modern German
painters, including the Cubist
School. As Dr. Drexler, who Ie

a friend of the Baron von Ther-
mann of the German legation at
Washington, told Flambeau in
Berlin, “The arts today are only
really benefitting now from an
era of plain living and high
thinking. Dr. Drexler was of the
greatest assistance to Flambeau
in sending him to the Amerika-
Intitut, of which Dr. K. O. Bert
Iing is director, a scientific foun-

dation resembling our 8Smith
sonian Institution at Washing.
ton. But this pleasant visit was

later on.
A CUBIST SERIES,

In the modern gallery of
“Kronprinz Falals,”” now a na-
tional gallery, Flambeau found
a good serles of the mystical
pictures of Arnold Boecklin, and
several other less known recent
painters of great power, and he
also discovered the even more
“mystical” Cublst art, not unlike
what we have seen in France
and America, though here in Ber-
lin of still stronger fascination.

On the upper fioor\there were
several rooms devoted to these
welrd pictures, which to Flam-
heau represent a decadent phase
of art, no matter In what coun
try he finds them, sgince he s
as yet unable to belleve that
there (s not something like a
criterion of beauty which must
attach to all art expressions, u
rhythm, harmonys and balance,
which seemn utterly wanting ian
these grotesques, whether fan
tastic portraits of men's faces,
strange nudes, or even a “Ma.
donna and Child,”" by Heckel,
more peculiar than any primitivs
ever known.

Yet they were quite seriously
taken by the many visltors, who
sat or strolled through the rooms,
studying the pictures carefully,

the

and only once or twice on some

lesa cu.tured face did Flambeau
detect a smile of real humor at
the funny caricatures! No worse
in Germany than we have seen
in Washington and New York,
and probably painted with even
more care, but funny just the
same.

Another entertaining feature ins
tha German humorous mMAagazgines,
“Lustige Blaetter,” “Fliegende
Blactter,” and many others, In
which the jokes are often surpris-
ing. As a German girl sald on the
train, when lending to a fellow
traveler her own set of such pub-
lications, “Don’'t be shocked., I
have not read these, They are
sbmetimes quite shocking."

Rough humor, however, is often
a slgn of native strengtbhb and wiril-
ity, and Flambeau confes ¥s that
the journals he bough. eseemed
quite tame, In harmony with the

general atmosphere of Berlin
“Die Woche,"” of course, ls a lead-
ing serious paper, and It offers

a fine weekly review of arts, in-
dustries, and general conditions.
One of the (llustrations In the Au-
gust 12 number, “Breakfast on
the Terrace,” a palnting by Wolf.
gang Born, a modern German ar.

tint, was of special Interest to
Flambean, because he maw this
work In the Gallery Mechthehn,
e ' v dete the "Weln.

a

a Program, and a

haus Rheingold” {n Bellevus
Strasse, after his lunch there.

NEW SCHOOL ARTIST.

It is a pleture of father, mother,
and little daughter In friendly cfmt.
the small girl busy with a pleture
book which her mother is showing
her, young, strong, modern Ger-
man types, excellent portrajts.
Here in this private collection, now
on exhibition in Berlin, Flambsau
found some of the best painting
of Berlin, and several of the piec-
tures he would like very much to
#ee exhibited in Washington,

It was Flambeau's wish o In-
vite the artists of Germany to con-
rribute to the exposition of modern
art now belng planned for our Cap-
{tal City, through the {invitation
of The Washington Times and the
Art and Archeology League of
Washington, and again Flamhean
was fortunate in finding some one
in Berlin Interested and able to be
of great assistance In developing
careful plans.

Here it may take a little longer
to arrange matters, and to {nsurs
sales of German paintings, but
Flambeau Iz convinced that a
very splendid exposition of great
value will be contributed.

Dr. Bertling, who was in Amer-

ieca during the war. interned in
fact for his sympathics, is a Har-
vard man, with many Ameriean

connections and a deep fondness
for the United States.

“This |8 not a police court!" he
exclalmed grandly, as he waved
aside Flambeau's letters of Intro-
duection in their interview, and ac-
cepted without ouestion the art
plans and purpose of the visit.
The Amerika Institmte of which
Dr. Bertling Is director, in the
State Library Building, Berlin,
Universitaet Strasse 8, {8 peculiar.
ly American in its purpose, for it
was founded in 1810-11 from
money left for general educational
purposes by the late Jacob Schiff
of New York City and James
Speyer, esq., the aim being the
promotion of scientilic interests
of America and Germany.

TO PROMOTE RESEARCH.
Its functions are to promote re-

gearch, to exchange publiratmn‘
and to serve Mptermediary in such
matters as copyright and trans-
latlon. It possesses a library of
15,000 volumes, relating to eco-
nomiec, social and political condi-
tions in the United States. In co-

operation wth the Smithsonian In.
stitution of Washington, D. C., a
total Lof 34591 packages was
handled during the year 1912, and
during the few years of its exis-
tence more than 2,500 German
books have been copyrighted in
the United States,

It has been of great assistance
to the exchange students, whose
regearches have been detailed In
U. 8. Government publications.
It has no state appropriation, but
is dependent upon private contri-
butions for Its current expenses.’
To Flambeau, *2 his quest In Ger-
many, it was of great mervice,

But Flambedu must see the peo-
ple at close range, and he sallied
forth during his first evening in
Berlin to find a Cinema, “Kine,”
they called it there, in the Passage-
Theater, Unterden-Linden 22-23,
where for about four cents he ob-
tained a good reat, with a pro-
gram at 1 Mark 60, and a little
tip of 60 Pfennig. As Flambeay
looks now at one of those light.
welght tin 50-Pfennig pleces, 1922,
he finds on it a motto, of which
the Germans are fond.

The device is a sheaf of wheat,
and across it the little verse:

“Sich regen
Bringt Gegen.”
—To rule one's self brings galn.

These mottoes may be read In
many places, sormetimes on the
little table trays for beer mugs,
and often as well Inscriptions.
They are a sort of proverb, ‘re-
quently, too, quotations from thelr
best authnrs, like Goethe,

But now in the “Kino,"
beau gave his attention
movie pictures,
“Originul  Americanisches Sensa-
tionelles Schauspeil,” title, “Die
Stemme aus dem Jenseits."

NOT LIKE “THE GOLEM.”

He had hoped to find one of
those sensatlona] German porduo-
tiona, like "The Golem,” walah
thrilled Washington a year or so
ago, but Instead ha was transport.
from a little German home te New
York city, with a pretty Frauleln

(Continued on Page 1)

Tlam-
to the
offered as an



